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THE  MIDDLE ENGLISH  WEYE  0F  PARADYS  AND THE  MIDDLE
FRENCH  VOIE  DE  PARADIS:  A Parallel-Text Edition  F.N.M. Diekstra
Medieval and Renaissance Authors and  Texts, Volume  1.. 1991. E]. Brill, Leiden

and New York, DFL 200 ISBN 90-04-091 l8-l.

Until recently one of the  most  debilitating problems encountered in  works  on the
pre-Reformation Church in England was, to put it crudely, the Protestant
assumption  that, on the one hand, justification is by faith and/or predestination and,
on the  other, that  Penance is properly intemalised. The late medieval position on
confession and Purgatory was either denigrated or more commonly ignored. This
led, at  best, to  a  dangerously unbalanced appraisal of the motives and priorities of
Christians in England in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries; at worst it led to  a
dismissive caricature of a Church which in  fact seems  to have harnessed
contemporaries' commitment  with  notable success and which channelled spiritual
energies in  a  markedly productive manner. At root, many of the achievements of
the late medieval Church resulted from its stance on and instruction concerning
Penance. To cut the story short, the theology of Penance had been long evolving
but many of the most seminal developments determining the doctrine of
atonement, and therein of the relative roles of confession in absolving guilt and
Purgatory in making satisfaction for the penalties to be exacted for sin, were
hammered out in the Schools in the twelfth century and defined in the decrees of
the Fourth Lateran in  1215.  (Strictly, it should be noted, however, that Purgatory
was not fully defined  until  the Council of Florence in  1439, even  though  its tenets
had by then been in place and operational for well over two centuries). If the
effects of  these  teachings were superabundantly apparent by the fourteenth and
fifteenth  centuries  with, to  take  but one small although telling example,
contemporaries’ wills  both  commissioning good works and providing for charity
on a prodigious  scale, questions arise as to quite how new  penitentia]  doctrines had
been disseminated  and, moreover, of  quite what  men and women were taught. The
friars, whose Orders were  initiated  at about the  same  time  as the Fourth Lateran

and who were devoted to  teaching and were dependent particularly on  almsgiving,
undoubtedly played a prominent role in spreading the doctrines  both  as preachers
and, more formally, as authors of treatises and manuals intended to inform the

parish clergy and, at a stretch, the literate laity. Consideration of the  contents of
these treatises  might  provide some guide to the teaching absorbed by the laity
which had such a marked effect on personal piety and parish provision in the later
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Middle  Ages.  In brief, any appraisal of the Church in the century or two before the
Reformation is obliged to take  both  the doctrine of Penance and its transmission
very seriously. But the profound antipathies mentioned earlier  have cast  long
shadows. Confession and Purgatory have  been largely neglected and the broader
questions of Penance, similarly, have  hardly been considered. In  this  context,

Professor Diekstra’ 5edition of The  Weye  of Paradys  18 particularly welcome as it
provides a pleasingly clear and well explained guide to  a  telling apsect  of an
important terrain.

The late Middle English treatise of The  Weye  of Paradys  survives in a single
scribal  copy written in the late fourteenth or early fifteenth century and discovered
by GR. Owst in  1928.  Its theme is an allegorical journey by the soul through the

stages of contrition, confession and satisfaction, but the  text  has been largely
ignored until now, not least because of textual problems many of which were the
result of mis-binding. The manuscript is, however, a  direct translation of the
Middle French  Voie  de  Paradis, itself  a  much enlarged paraphrase of an earlier mid
or late-thirteenth century work by Robert de  Sorbon, the De  Tribus  Dietis, a  brief
treatise  on confession. As this work was directly inspired by and intended to
popularise works  such  as Raymund of Pennaforte’s  Summa  de  Poenitem‘ia, The
Weye  of Paradys  offers on the one hand  a  direct route back to the pastoral ferment
resulting from the Fourth ‘Lateran and on- the other offers some understanding of

the changes subsequently introduced 1n order to spread the message to and  elicit
the required response from progressively wider audiences. If the English text and
its French prototype  have until  now been largely ignored it may be just as well,
since the editor 13 under no constraint to exhibit any partisan judgements and

concentrates  instead‘on  producing a splendid volume presenting both  English and
French versions of the  text-in  parallel and-providing an exemplary and particularly
useful introduction. The reviewer may not be qualified to comment on Diekstra’s
textual scholarship, nor on the discussions of language, morphology and dialect,
although the scholarship appears through and is very clearly presented. But what is
so pleasing about the volume is the full apparatus, including glossary, index and  a
thematic epitome of the contents of the treatises, all of which greatly facilitates the
speedy search and successful location of words or examples or themes by either
linguist or historian; for this both editor and publisher deserve the highest praise.
The matter and methods employed by Churchmen instructing their flock in new
and vitally important spiritual concerns can now be appreciated the more clearly as
a result of the treatises and accompanying material and indices presented in  this
volume.

What  I  would like to draw attention to  most  of all, however, is the particularly

useful  section  in the introduction on the devotional and literary backgrounds to the
treatises. Having first placed the work in the wider field of high-medieval
penitential literature and considered some of the  techniques  of popularisation used
in a work designed, primarily, for. an unlettcred audience, Diekstra  turns  to
consider the  Weye  of Paradys  as penitential literature. In the twenty-five or so
pages (following page 48) he discusses the theological and paStoral background to
the penitential developments of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, the
changing roles and duties of priests and penitents, and then offers a guide to the
teachings themselves as presented in the treatises. Summary is impossible in
present circumstances; suffice it to say that the section  seems to be the best  concise
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appraisal of  these important themes currently available, particularly in view of the
care which Diekstra  takes to give further and fuller reference and analogies to the
topics discussed. One theme which emerges, for instance, is the way in which
matters initially reserved for priestly instruction were gradually and increasingly
made available for the laity in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. Given the
problem of identifying the reasons for the whole-hearted response of so many
among the laity before the Reformation to the penitential scheme of the Church,
such an insight is of great interest: the Church seems in certain fundamentals to
have eschewed secrecy and distance, and in return engaged a widespread
commitment. Similarly, Diekstra demonstrates the movement away from a tariff-
based mentality of Penance to, at first sight, a more arbitrary system; he
nevertheless shows how  this  had the all-important effect of encouraging
individuals to engage others in their restitution, which  may in turn explain quite
why the pre-Reformation parish presents so self-supporting and consensual an
image, with  rich providing for poor and the poor praying for their benefactors, and
with  dead providing for living and  living interceding for dead — and so on.  These
matters are important, both  in explaining why the late medieval Church was as it
was and, of course, what was changed as  a  result of the Reformation. Penance and
the implications of significant  shifts  in emphasis have for too long been  ignored.
Doctrinal blinkering may be the main culprit, and the absence of good explanatory
literature which has resulted has in turn slowed down  a  proper appreciation. At  a
stroke, Diekstra has provided us with a primary source of great interest and a
secondary commentary of immense value for all those interested either in late
medieval piety or in the social and religious charges in the early-modem period.
Both deserve to be used, and it may be pleasing to think  how, admittedly in a
fashion at distinct variance from their intentions, the authors and adapters of the
original manuals are at last and at least serving a new generation of historians.

CLIVE BURGESS

THE  COMMERCIALISATION  OF  ENGLISH SOCIETY 1000-1500.  R.H.
Britnell. 1993. Cambridge University Press, £30 ISBN 0-521-41823-2

This is  a  book  with  a  very clear structure. For  each  in tum of three roughly equal
periods  —  1000-1180, 1180-1330, 1330-1500  — Dr Britnell gives us three chapters
with the same titles:  ‘Markets  and rules’, ‘Trade  and specialisation' and
‘Lordship’. At the beginning and end are no more  than  a  couple of pages of
introduction and conclusion. This formal structure is properly used as a guide to
the reader, not as  a  cmtch  — or straitjacket  — for the author. He  has, however, used
it as an aid to concentration, restricting himself to topics  that  can be validly
compared over all three periods.  These  periods  have  been more or less arbitrarily
chosen  — like the terminal dates of the whole book  — and Dr Britnell correctly
claims  that  he has resisted the temptation to emphasise what was distinctive of
each, to give them spurious individuality; instead he has stressed the various
continuities across the chronological boundaries.
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The result is an extraordinarily interesting book. Even its formal struqture
provides its own insights. It is too easy to see no relationship between the political
history and the economic history of medieval England; many students have
remarked  that  they might be concerned with different countries at different periods
for all the contact there is between  them  and, indeed, Dr Britnell does not see
economic change as underlying more than the occasional political or constitutional
development. But commerce is about relations between people, so it is entirely
proper to see as underlying it the _relationships  that  constituted lordship at every
level, from the power of the king down to the manOrial lord's rights over his
tenants. And when we see first how profoundly the economic structure of society
changed over  these flve’ hundred years, we appreciate all the more how much its
political structure had changed  too.  It disposes neatly of another misconception:
that  the politicgl history of medieval society consists of no more than  a  pattemless
sequenc_e of crises and other events  —  a view, it is fair to say, fostered by most of
that society’s pontemporary chroniclers.

Without its formal structure, the book might have become amorphous. In
showing us just how medieval England’s economy changed over  these  five
centuries, Dr Britnell draws on a  vast  range of evidence, which he impressively has
at his fingertips: the bibliography lists some 150 primary sources, 550 secondary
works. But he sees no single theme, no unilinear development as governing or
linking these changes  — indeed, he gives the impression  that  he would view such an
approach as simplistic. He does not  even  attempt to delimit his terms. In his
conclusion he tells us:

Commercial development in the Middle Ages can be assessed according
to  a  number of criteria, not all of  which  are equivalent. By almost any
interpretation the  economy was more commercialised in 1300  than  in
1000. Whether we say the  economy was  more  commercialised in 1500
than in 1300, however, will  depend  upon  which of the possible
definitions we  choose.

Similarly, how far capitalism had progressed  — or advanced  then  receded  — in this
period depends on how we define capitalism. Dr Britnell is a historian whose job,
as he sees it, is to  show  what happened in the past; what the political philosophers
or the economists make of it for their own purposes is up to them.

That  we know so much of what happened owes a great deal to the work of the
past thirty years, work to which Dr Britnell himself has substantially contributed.
But we  still  have  a  great deal to learn, and one particularly interesting aspect of the
book is  that  it points to important questions to which we do not know the answers
but which are probably not unanswerable.  Among these  are many details of the
circulation of money: for instance, how  — in payment for what and in what amounts
— did the peasant household acquire the money with which to pay the king’s  taxes,
the  church’s  dues and, above  all, the manorial lord’s entry-fines? We can see how

money moved from the countryside to the  town  more clearly than how it moved
back to the countryside again. Another, not unrelated, question  is how much of
medieval England’s commerce operated outside its formal marketing structure? Of
towns and fairs we know a good deal; of buying and selling elsewhere we know
very little, except  that  probably quite  a  lot of it went on.  Related  to this again  — but,
as Dr Britnell shows, strands of development are so interwoven that it is arbitrary
to separate any one — is the position of arable husbandry in the economy. Dr
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Brit_nell suspects  that  historians  have  overemphasised its place in the thirteenth
century as  a  result of underestimating the economy’s commercialisation, and he
may well be right, though this reviewer has still to be fully persuaded.

It is the nature of our sources that  makes  the elucidation of the medieval
English economy such a  painfully slow business. The few documents that offer an
overall View of any part of the  economy aré'mostly either woefully patchy or, like
the ulnage returns, highly suspect. At the  other  end of the spectrum there are some
details of economic life, such as peasant incomes, that  we can expect to learn, if at
all, only by inference. Between  these  two extremes we  have  an enormous quantity
of information relevant to the economy of the thirteenth, fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries, but it is information  about  innumerable individual transactions.
Collecting, classifying and analysing it is work for generations of scholars, work
that  has scarcely begun, and in interpreting the results we have to be aware of local
and regional variation as well as of bias in  what  transactions were recorded in
writing and in what written records  have  survived. It is  thus  that much of the
evidence  that  Dr Britnell brings to bear is illustrative or anecdotal, not fully
quantified. This is the nature of the subject, and it is greatly to his credit  that, amid
so many trees  that  he knows so well, he is able to give us such  a  coherent and
convincing view of the wood as  a  whole.

For this is a thoroughly informative and readable book. For readers
-  unacquainted with the economy of medieval England it is a splendid introduction.

For those who already know something of the subject it offers many new insights
and raises many new questions. It is not even appallingly expensive. It can be
warmly recommended to all.

P.D.A.  HARVEY

WOMEN, WORK, AND  LIFE CYCLE  IN  A MEDIEVAL ECONOMY:
WOMEN  IN  YORK  AND  YORKSHIRE, c.  1300-1520.  P.J.P. Goldberg.  1992.
Clarendon Press, Oxford, £45. ISBN  0-l9-8201540

The most basic structures of society include the allocation of  tasks  between the
sexes, the attribution of  status  to particularxworking roles, and the means by which
marriages are made. Recently, the investigations of English historical
demographers into the period since 1540  have  placed  some  weight on the
prevailing stand of living as a primary force in determining the age of marriage
and hence the rate of population growth. In prosperous times, according to  those
findings, men (and by implication women too) chose  to marry earlier rather than
later or not at all, and when times were hard the reverse was true. In-this thoughtful
and stimulating enquiry Jeremy Goldberg takes  issues with  that  conclusion and
with the aggregative approach  upon  which it is based, at the same time extending
the period available for consideration back to the fourteenth century. He underlines
the importance of individual, and especially female, agency in choices concerning
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marriage. In particular, he  seeks  to show  that  in the favourable economic
circumstances associated with  a  rise in the general standard of living women  might
choose to delay or avoid marriage, being enabled to do so by the opportunities they
enjoyed for paid employment or the practice of a craft. Goldberg explores  these
issues principally in relation to York and its hinterland, but with reference to a'
range of other places too, using poll tax returns (1377-81), testaments, and
ecclesiastical cause papers as his main sources of evidence.

The book is not an easy read. Its arguments are subtle, and the sources
complex, fragmentary or inconsistent, but in addition the mode of exposition is
sometimes inadequate for the task in hand. Despite a good deal of repetition, the
links between the arguments and the data on  which  they are based are not alWays
clear. Better cross-referencing, indexing, and presentation of tabular data would
have helped the inquiring reader, but a clearer style of argument and expression
would  have  contributed more. This is important because many of the arguments are
based on slight distinctions  within  small statistical samples and must remain
uncertain, while some of them seem unwarranted (notably in Chapter 4). In
general, such arguments are at first presented with an appropriate fog of
qualification, but later tend to  take  on an unqualified life of their own, making it
difficult to evaluate the later conclusions  which  incorporate them. The  assessment
of interacting hypotheses which lies at the heart of the historical method is not
always well handled here.'Nevertheless, the  study is worth close attention, and
contains many important findings and challenging interpretations.

Early chapters provide a somewhat mechanical account of York and the
regional economy, and an overview of women and work in the later Middle Ages.
Both  are characterized by a  rather narrow and surprisingly traditional view: more
attention could have been paid to assessing the fundamental strengths and
weaknesses of some of the recent writing on which they heavily depend and to
developing a  theoretical framework. The discussion of the technical problems
inherent in analysing local sources is heavy-handed and should  have  been placed
elsewhere. The author’s concentration on  ‘women’ and ‘York’. has reduced the
range of secondary work which he is  able  to draw into his picture.  Thus  Salzman’s
Building in  England  which is not cited, might  have  been used to provide an
account  of women in the building industry which would  have  served as a
substantial foil to Davis’s perfunctory remarks on  that  topic in sixteenth-century
Lyon, which are given an honourable  mention.  Likewise, a  deeper engagement
with the concrete realities of medieval life, particularly with regard to the practice
of skilled trades, would  have  saved the author from several confusions and
unresolved questions both here and later in the book. Yet these chapters contain
much excellent material, especially on the role of women in the labour market.
Goldberg indicates, for example, that in the poorer crafts daughters were more
often retained for service at home; that  the textile industry was more feminized in
Yorkshire than in Southern England, and in a rural than in an  urban  setting;  that
there were more employment opportunities of all sorts for women in pastoral than
in arable districts; and  that  the key to many female patterns of employment lay in
the availability of skilled male labour.

The  most  interesting and compelling chapters  deal  with servanthood and
marriage. In towns perhaps a third of households contained servants, who may
have  represented a quarter of the urban  population.  Service, involving craft
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employment as well as domestic labour, was  a  more predominantly female
occupation in towns and pastoral areas  than  elsewhere, and in towns children
tended to move away from home to servamhood in other households at a younger
age. ‘Life—cycle servanthood’ was an established feature of  late  fourteenth-century
England which offered women real opportunities for gaining economic and
emotional independence. This background and the evidence of litigation leads
Goldberg to the important conclusion, tentatively sketched out some years ago by
Richard Smith, that  late medieval English society, especially in  towns, was
characterized by a relatively free marriage regime in which personal choice, by
women as well as men, and the experience of service  played  an important part. In
the language of the demographers, this  was  a  regime of late  (i.e.  early to mid
twenties for women and men, respectively), companionate marriage in which  a
high proportion of women  chose  never to marry. There was, therefore, no
transition from  a  ‘medicval’ to  a  ‘modem’ regime, although there were sharp
contrasts between the English or north-west European pattern and that in some
Mediterranean countries, and quite probably between the common English pattern
and  that  which prevailed among the aristocracy.  This  overall picture, which will
not remain undisputed by some  students of rural society, is filled out with dramatic
and informative  details  concerning individual experience and common customs.

Female migration to towns and patterns of settlement within  them  were  thus
important features of English medieval life which Goldberg also  describes. He
goes on to argue that  ‘the  expansion of the  economy’ (a crude formulation, for
which  ‘the relative increase in  exchange’ might have  been  a  better  substitute) in the
later fourteenth century offered new opportunities for women in  towns, that they
migrated there in greater proportion, and  that  more of them found independence
and chose not to  marry than before or afterwards. This is an attractive hypothesis,
which explicitly challenges the models proposed by demographers for later
periods, but which  must  remain for time being a  suggestion rather  than  a firm
conclusion. The further speculation that the low rate of marriage contributed to the
continuing demographic decline in the fifteenth century, caused yet more women
to enter the workforce, possibly depressed wages and ultimately played  a  pan in
economic decline is even more uncertain, and as a hypothesis needs to be
developed more rigorously in  a  wider context. Goldberg presents  some  intriguing
indications of an increase in the rate of marriage among York women over the
second  half  of the fifteenth century, perhaps in response to worsening economic
conditions, but the statistical evidence is not strong. Certainly, in  some  crafts rules
were introduced which restricted the opportunities for women, but on the evidence
and arguments presented it is difficult to see whether  this  apparent attempt to
preserve employment opportunities for men was  a  response to a deterioration in
general economic conditions, to the difficulties of particular trades in particular
places, or to some more deeply-rooted new view of the world. In other sectors (not
dealt with here) there are signs  that  women became disadvantaged as business
grew. Above all, in the attempt to evaluate whether the later fourteenth and early
fifteenth centuries offered distinctively new opportunities to women, and despite
the assertion (on p.359) that  the sex ratio in English towns was less skewed in 1300
than in 1380, we are not yet in a position to make an effective comparison with the
period before the Black Death, when the prevailing standard of living was lower.

This  book  is notable for the insights which  have  arisen from its humane
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approach to its subject, for its substantive findings, and for its carefully elaborated
hypotheses.  Testing those  ideas  against  the  much  less adequate information
available for earlier periods is now part of the agenda for  future  research. A more
richly contextual investigation of  women’s  experience in particular crafts and
regions (rather  than  simply accumulating urban case studies as Goldberg suggests)
is  also  likely to yield results. A.more careful consideration of the physical and
social  spaces  within which women operated, a theme surprisingly undeveloped in
this  work, could be rewarding. Perhaps also deserving of greater emphasis is the
role of women in the process of exchange. Goldberg is unconsciously in agreement
with Paul Bairoch in associating peaks of urbanization with periods of low or
negative demographic  growth.  Above all urbanization implies an increase in the
rate of exchange of goods and services, and this provides another particular
context  in which Golberg’s hypotheses  might  be explored over a long historical
span. One issue now emerging with  increasing clarity is whether the developments
described by Goldberg for the later fourteenth century brought significant gains in
econbmic and social standing for women, which were to be dramatically reversed
a  century or so later, or whether  such  changes represented no more  than  marginal
shifts of advantage within an essentially restrictive social order which perdured for
centuries until (01' even long after) women as a group obtained real political power.
Jeremy Goldberg does not directly address that question, but historians will long
be grateful to him for providing some  highly- -effective tools and materials for

doing so.
. DEREK KEENE

LIVING  AND  DYING  IN  ENGLAND 1100- 1540:  THE  MONASTIC
EXPERIENCE.  Barbara Harvey. 1993. Oxford University Press, £30.

ISBNO- 19- 820161- 3

‘This’, the dust-jacket informs the potential reader, ‘is an authoritative account of

daily life  in Westminster Abbey, one of medieval England’s greatest monasteries.’
So it is. Except for one thing: religion. Ms Harvey leaves the exhausted and
exhilarated reader guessing on  that  score. The monastic day had become eucharist
orientated (like everywhere else); the canonical hours no longer counted for  much;
only a third of the late medieval community of fifty monks were saying them,
whereas the daily round of masses, especially for the dead, especially for the royal
dead, occupied whatever time  a  Westminster monk did not spend  eating,  drinking,
whoring (at the ‘Maydenshead’ brothel), and sleeping. We are not told, however,
what the daily round of  masses  was. Westminster Abbey after 1400, and the book,
whatever its dates, is mainly about Westminster Abbey after 1400, was like an

Oxbridge college of the eighteenth century. The collegiate comparison,  though  not
that  particular one, is made in the epilogue; the Abbey’s transformation into  a
collegiate cathedral in  1540  was 'no transformation at all. It is hard to know what
those fat middle—class fifteenth-century monks thought they were doing.  They
were not (it  goes  without saying these days) bad  men:  simply fat and middle-class.

73



The chapter on  ‘Diet’ is absolutely marvellous. It is  also  hilarious: those who heard
it as  a  Ford Lecture in  1989  must  have  filled the Oxford Schools with their
laughter. Fat middle-class monks deserve to be laughed at. I presume they were in
fifteenth-century Westminster.  I also  presume that St Benedict would not  have
laughed. Ms Harvey suggests, although she does not say, that  such a presumption
is beside the point. Institutionalization is inescapable is the lesson of her sometimes
staggering book.  If  I  understand her right (and there has not been a crucial misprint
in. the following) most of the monks were drunk a good deal of the time: ‘How
often he [the Westminster  monk] exceeded the intake of 50g. alcohol at which
adverse  effects  on the body may be anticipated is, of course, uncertain. However, it
is safe to conclude  that  his daily intake was normally far  above  this level’.  When
they all gathered after compline for their last drink of a heavily-drinking day few of
them, one feels, would  have  been  capable of standing; no wonder they had
personal servants (paid out of their wages); they needed them to be carried off to
bed, half of  them  to beds in  their  private rooms. Ah, but  that  is the collegiate life
for you. By that time (10 or 11 pm rather than 8 or 9 pm: after all, only a  third of
the monks had to get up for Matins at  midnight), they had a meat-eating day behind
them as well as an  evening’s  boozing. The ways in  which  the community contrived
to eat meat are one of the more delightful revelations of  a  delightfully revealing
book. In the refectory they ate every variety of animal innards, pork firtters, cheese
flans, pike in ginger sauce, bacon and eggs, and ‘principal pudding', which
consisted  of ‘6 lbs .of currants, 270 to 300 eggs, a large  quantity of
breadcrumbs, and at least 18 lbs of  suet’; in the misericord they ate roast beef,
boiled mutton, lamb, veal, goose, snipe and swan.  These  middle-class monks ate
like lords. That, exactly, was the attraction of the monastic life, as Ms Harvey
points out: to  live  like a lord. What was there besides the good (if unhealthy) life?
There were the poor.  They were almost as forgotten! or rather, as taken for granted,
as the dead. On monastic charity Ms Harvey appears to be 'undecided. As, I
suppose, we all must be. One current  orthodoxy is dispatched: discriminating
among ‘the poor’ was not new after 1350. Systematic, even  institutionalized,
giving was normal from  1200;  the exception was the distribution of doles at royal
obits, when thousands of indigent Londoners would cram into Westminster. In the
early sixteenth century out of a net annual income of £2800 the monks disbursed
£400 in  ‘charity’ (Appendix I); they spent £570  a  year on foodstuffs (Table II.]).
The poor, nevertheless, were cheated in various  ways.  The left-overs from the
monastic table went to servants; monk’s  corrodies (the daily allowance placed on
the  table  whether  a  monk was there or not) were sold not given away; the middle-
class racket in conodies proper — they had become investments for the monastery’s
administrators (consultants Ms Harvey calls  them), servants, and hangers-on-
diverted monastic resources from the deserving to the predatory. There were  a
hundred servants on the  payroll; to  them  has to be added an  unknown  number of
servants of the consultants and managers as well as the personal servants of the
monks themselves: brother Richard Exeter, an ex-prior who died in 1396, had four
or five. All  these  folk had  better  wages and a better life  than  they would  have  had
outside, which is where the collegiate analogy falters. Did anyone notice, apart
from a few Lollards, that  Westminster bore no resemblance to a monastery? It is
baffling that Thomas  More appears to  have  approved of all this. Was he, like a
good lawyer, simply arguing a  case,  or did he discern good intentions beneath the
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institutional  silting up? How hard it would have been even to attempt the reform of
a  monastery like  Westminster: easier to tear down  than  rebuild. It is a measure of
the  book  that  the reader is faced throughout with big issues, not because  they are
raised as such, but because they are implicit in the life Ms Harvey describes in
what can only be called loving detail.

C.F. RICHMOND

HOUSEHOLD ACCOUNTS FROM MEDIEVAL ENGLAND.  Edited C.M.
Woolgar. Part 1.  1992.  Records of Social and Economic History, New Series  XVII.
Oxford University Press and the British Academy, £45. Part 2. 1993. Records of
Social and Economic History, New Series  XVIII.  Oxford University Press and the
British Academy, £40. ISBN  0-19-726l12-4 ISBN 0-19-7261 13-2

For the nobility, gentry and senior clergy of medieval England, the household
functioned as a visible measure and symbol of status. The provision of hospitality
was not only a religious and  social  duty, but also an unmistakeable sign of personal
wealth; just as the acquisition of expensive plate, clothing and comestibles served
to advertise economic and political power. Partly as a result of the way in which
they were compiled, and  also  because (unlike estate records) they did not provide
evidence of title, household accounts have come" down to us in only limited
numbers.  Those  which do survive are therefore all the more valuable, and for the
first time  a  substantial collection‘ of some of the best examples is now available in
print.  These  two meticulously edited and scholarly volumes represent the fruit of
over fifteen years’ research, and demonstrably repay all the time and effort which
have  gone into their production. With the express intention of setting his material
firmly ‘  in the context of the administrative system for which it was created’, the
editor has chosen to present in full twenty-eight complete, or nearly complete,
medieval household accounts (about 5% of  those  known to be  extant),  so that the
reader can appreciate them ‘as  a  cohererit body of records’. The format, content
and purpose of these records grew increasingly complex ovér the years in response
to administrative developments, which are described  with  great clarity by Dr.
Woolgar in an extended introduction.

Chronologically,  this  selection of documents ranges from the late-twelfth
century to about 1486, and comprises sixteen  ‘diet’ accounts (daily or weekly
statements of expenses, which are the most  common  type to survive), six cash,
corn and stock  accounts,  two  accounts  for cash only, and  four  wardrobe accounts.

These reflect the growing sophistication and diversity of accounting practice, and  a
move towards the more careful planning of household budgets. Dr. Woolgar has
cast his net widely: twelve of the manuscripts he has transcribed and edited  come,
as might be expected, from the Public Record Office and British Library, but
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material from FWestminster Abbey, two Oxford colleges and ten local record
offices, scattered across England from Essex to Cumbria, also  appears in these
volumes. Only one private collection is, however, represented. The archive of Lord
Talbot of Malehide furnishes two west country examples, yet, surprisingly, there is
nothing from Longleat House, which boasts some fine baronial specimens. Perhaps
Dr. Woolgar was anxious to avoid too great a social imbalance in his collection, for
inevitably members of the aristocracy and their kinsmen among the upper ranks of
the knightly class  have  left more records behind them, although even they were
unusually careless  when  it came to preserving domestic rather than estate papers.
Given the limitations of the evidence now available, the  size  and variety of
medieval households represented here is indeed striking: four remain unidentified
(although one  seems to have belonged to  a  London  churchman and  another  to  a
peer attending the Parliament of March 1300); three are episcopal (Mitford of
Salisbury, Hales of  Coventry and Lichfield and Bell of Carlisle); nine are baronial
(including the establishments of three Mortimers and two de Veres, but no

Staffords  or Clares); and nine were maintained by gentlemen, most of whom
occupied a prominent place within their county communities.

If we disregard the fact  that  the household account of Eleanor of Brittany
concerns her sojourn as a prisoner in Bristol Castle in 1225-26, we are left  with
only two accounts for establishments run by women: namely, that  of Katherine,
widow of Walter de Norwich, sometime  treasurer of the exchequer, and of Isabella,

Lady Morley, for, respectively, 1336-37  and 1463-64.  Both  women lived
comfortably off East Anglian estates, Lady Morley boarding as  a  pensioner in her
son-in-law’s Norwich house, and Katherine maintaining a  semi-peripatetic
existence  as she travelled between her Suffolk manors and the city. Each account
provides a fascinating insight into the world of the late-medieval dowager, and it is
a shame that Dr. Woolgar has  given  us only two  such  documents (especially as the
catalogue of surviving manuscripts provided at the back of the second volume
tantalisingly lists quite a few more). Every day without fail, for example, Katherine
fed thirteen paupers with bread and herring, thus  supporting the same number of
dependents  with  alms as Norwich’s largest hospital (albeit on only half  the
income). Information about almsgiving at  this  time is generally derived from wills,
which are an unreliable barometer of  past  philanthropy, so it is particularly
valuable to  have  a glimpse of routine charitable effort, undertaken almost as a
matter of course.

Life in Katherine’s household seems to have been worthy but rather dull, the
low murmur of her serving women  interrupted only by the click of rosary beads.
How different from the  ménage  of the 23-year-old Earl of March, whose evident
addiction to  cock  fighting, cards and any other game of chance on offer, ate into
his disposable income at the rate of up to £20 a day. (Curiously, he neve'r seems to
have  won anything, but perhaps his cofferer wisely pocketed the proceeds to offset
further losses.) His passion for expensive clothes, jewels, greyhounds, minstrels,
plays, female  company and other indulgences  left  him little time to contemplate the
next  world, yet even he laid out £12 for an ‘image’ of St. George, an appropriate
choice of patron for a dashing young man  with  strong connexions at Court.

Hidden within the apparently arid format of  these  diverse accounts is  a  rich
vein of evidence about almost  every aspegt of medieval life and death. The extent
to which the dead lived on in the minds and hearts of the living is a constantly
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reiterated theme: Katherine de  Norwich, for example, spent  a  sixth (£11) of her
annual  income on the day of her  late  husband’s anniversary; and the arrangements
for bishop Mitford’s funeral, described in minute detail in his household accounts
for 1406-7, will surely leave  a  lasting impression on the  most  casual reader. (A
grand total of 1,450 meals and  2,746 loaves  of bread were supplied by 39 cooks
hired for three days.) Each painful stage of the bishop’s last illness comes sadly to
light in a series of entries which document his suffering and decline: the silver
catheter sent by his friend, Lord  Lovell; the frenetic coming and  going of
physicians, as the local practitioner stepped aside for  a  grand society doctor from
Oxford; and the incessant supply of electuaries and drugs, none of which produced
the desired effect.

Despite the editor’s efforts to secure an even geographical balance, with
examples drawn from all parts of England, northerners are unavoidably in  a
distinct minority. Readers of The  Ricardian  will, however, be interested by the

inclusion of an account for the household of Richard Bell, bishop of Carlisle, who

owed his elevation to the see in part to Richard of Gloucester. This document
appears to date from  just  after the fall of his patron (1485-86), and not surprisingly,
given the bishop’s age and his desire to  keep his head well below the political
parapet, contains few surprises. His payment to a small retinue of soldiers from
Carlisle castle for their escort duties clearly reflects the uneasy state of the border
rather than any untoward  activities  on his part.

However fascinating and quotable individual items from these documents may
be, Dr. Woolgar is certainly right to stress the importance of presenting them uncut
in their proper sequence. As  a  consequence, these two volumes add greatly to our
knowledge of administrative and accounting practice in later medieval England.
But  they will surely appeal to a far wider audience composed of anyone with a
serious interest in the period and sufficient linguistic skills to cope  with  the Latin
(and occasionally Anglo Norman) in which the accounts are  written.  In fact the
clarity of presentation and  high  editorial standard (complete with an invaluable
glossary of technical or unusual vocabulary not to be found in Latham’s  Medieval
Latin  Word  List) maintained throughout means that students beginning research on
original documents will find here an immensely useful guide and model to follow,
just  as teachers are assured  a  rich vein of source material.

Works of this kind are often spoiled by an inadequate or sloppy index, so it is  a
pleasure to conclude by noting that  this one achieves the same level of proficiency
as the rest of the two volumes. It is not only impeccable, with full and intelligently
organised subject categories, but  also  immensely informative, suggesting any
number of unexpected lines of enquiry. At £85 for the  set, this publication does not
come  cheaply, but, as was once remarked in an entirely different context, ‘all
human life is here’.

CAROLE RAWCLIFFE
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THE  PASTONS: A FAMILY  IN THE  WARS  OF THE  ROSES.  Edited by
Richard Barber.1993. First published by the Folio Society 1986. The Boydell
Press, Woodbridge, £12.95. . ISBN 0-85115-338-0

The activities of the  Paston  family are well-known to fifteenth—century historians
as a result of the chance survival of much of their correspondence.  These  letters,
written by, or on behalf of, various members of the family, their agents and
acquaintenances, have been published in several editions: the one by James
Gairdner, with its long explanatory introduction, reproduces the' letters, in full, in
chronological order; the more recent one by Norman Davis corrects some of
Gairdner’s dating and presents the letters grouped according to author.  Both  of
these are difficult for the general reader to use, not lease  because of unfamiliarity
with  the  languages:  fifteenth-century English, French and Latin. The aim of  this
book by Richard Barber is to make the Paston letters more accessible to someone
‘who is interested in the content of the letters, and in following the fortunes of  a
family in the fifteenth century’ (p.7). Using selected  passages  from the letters as
the basis of his  text, the author has written a continuous narrative which vividly
brings the world of the  Paston  family to  life.

Except perhaps in the amount of litigation in which  they were involved, the
Pastons were not unique: their problems with money, with  acquiring good quality
foodstuffs, with.unreliable servants and with family disputes, all help to show  what
life was like for any gentry family of that time.  These  letters  have  revealed many
details of everyday fifteenth-century life which might otherwise  have  remained
obscure. Incidentally, some  _things  have  not changed, such as disregard for the law,
vigilantes, corruption in positions of  authority, parental worries.

The character of  each  family member emerges from their letters: John I, mean
and cold, a  shrewd judge of character, totally committed to regaining his lawful
possessions; John II trying to do his  best  for the family by means of his
connections at court, but constantly short  of money and a disappointment to his
parents; John III a business man, alert to the needs of the family. However, the
person who dominates the letters is Margaret, wife of the first John and mother of
the other two. She it is who has to contend with the acts of vandalism committed
against the family’s properties and yet is expected to provide the menfolk  with  a
never-ending supply of money from the revenues of those very estates.

Some of the letters give  a  first-hand account of  events  which affected the
country as a whole, such as the  battles  of Towton, St Albans and Bamet. Although
the book is aimed at the general reader, the author seems to  assume  a  certain
amount of prior knowledge of events and  people  in fifteenth-century England. A
dramatis  personae  would  have  been a useful reference tool as many of the more
famous characters of the age are named by their title only, which can be somewhat
confusing. For example, on pages 159 and 163  mention  is made of ‘my lord
archbishop’: earlier, the archbishop of Canterbury has been referred to, but in this
case the person concerned is George Neville, Archbishop of York. Also, no
satisfactory explanation of the concept of patronage is given, so it is not clear why
the Pastons need the support of influential persons both during, and as  a  result of,
the lawsuits in which they are involved. In particular, no mention is made of the
patronage of the Pastons by the Neville family in the 1460s, and early 14705.
Footnotes would help.
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As far as the construction of the book is concerned, it is not divided into

chapters but on alternate  pages  there is  a heading which succinctly summarises the
content  of  those  pages: the addition of the date (including the year) to  this  would
be helpful. Similarly, although not it is not a reference  book, an index would serve
a useful purpose. At the beginning of the book, there is  a  map of Norfolk and a
family tree of the Pastons. Both are difficult to read: the former is too small and the
latter is drawn sideways, reading from left to right, instead of the more usual top to
bottom. Each is on a single page: for the  sake  of two more pages, surely the map
could  have  been enlarged and the family tree turned round?

These  criticisms aside, it is  a  very readable book and the author has succeeded
in his objective of ‘bringing the Pastons and their world to life’. Having been
gently introduced to the subject, the reader whose interest has been aroused may
well now feel compelled to dip into  some of the more  ‘cumbersome’ books  dealing
with this fascinating family.

HEATHER FALVEY

Notices  of  Books  and  Articles
The following list consists of recent books and articles, mainly published in the  last
twelve months, although earlier publications may be included. The appearance of
an item  does  not preclude its subsequent review.

BOOKS
H.J.E. van Beuningen and A.M. Koldeweij, eds., Heilig en  Profaan. 1000
Laatmiddeleeuwse Insignes  uit de  collectie  HJ.E.  van  Beuningen. A contribution
to  medieval  archeology.  Rotterdam Papers  VIH. 1993.  342 pages. Published by the
Stichting Middeleeuwse Religieuze en Profane Insignes, Brink 5, 3945 BE  Cothen,
The Netherlands. The book can be ordered from the publisher by paying DFL
137,50 (incl. p. and p.) into giro  account  367632 or sending a Eurocheque.
ISBN 90-9006769-8

Catalogue  of an  exhibition  held at the Museum Boymans-van  Beuningen, Rotterdam,

December 1993 to February 1994, with an introduction and seventeen illustrated

contributions on the technical aspects and  various  categories of medieval pilgrim and secular

badges. Contains black and  white photographs  of  1036  badges of  saints, symbolic  human
figures and  animals,  and secular objects, from Adrianus to Ursula, and from  ploughing
farmers and  winged  phalluses to flowers and  a  Fortune’s  Wheel.  All contributions, except
one, the longest (Malcolm Jones, ‘The  secular badges'), are in  Dutch, but the illustrations

and their captions speak for themselves and there is an  English  summary, as well as an

extensive bibliography.
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S, Payne,  Fountains Abbey in the  Mid-Fifteenth Century.  Teeside Papers in North—
Eastern History No.  4  (1993). 41 pages. £3.50 from Barbara  Cox, School of
Human Studies, University of Teesside, Cleveland, TSl 3BA.  ISBN 0-90755045-2

Using the  only two  surviving account books,  this  explores the relationship (1440-1460)
between  the  abbey and its neighbours, concluding that  it was  a  very important  part  of the
local economy. The house had as benefactors the rival great families, the Percies and the
two branches of  Nevilles.  Abbot Grenewell appears to  have kept  up a precarious neutrali

but, after Wakefield, took  sides  openly with the Percies and the  house  of Lancaster. After

Towton, he had to make his peace as  best  he could  with  Edward IV, who did not let him off

easily.

Jenny Stratford, The  Bedford Inventories.  The  Worldly Goods  of John, Duke  of
Bedford, Regent  of France, (1389-1435).  486 pages. 68 plates. Reports of the
Research Committee of the Society of Antiquaries of London N0. XLIX.  1993.
The Society of Antiquaries of London, £89. ISBN 0-85431-261-7.

Transcript of and detailed commentary on the  three inventories  of Bedford’s goods.
Biography of Bedford and essays on the execution of the Duke's will, the nature of his
collection  (goldsmiths’ work, textiles, clocks, etc., manuscripts), the heraldry, and his

patronage.  Biographical  appendix of  people  involved.

ARTICLES
Richard Barber, Malory’s Le  Morte Darthur  and court culture under Edward IV,

Arthurian  Literature  XII, edited by James Carley and Felicity Riddy, D.S. Brewer,
Woodbridge 1993, pages 133-55.

Uses traditional secondary material  and, for  example, the  Paston  Letters and the  career
of Sir John  Astley to argue  that  Edward  IV's court — including his attitude to and use of the
Order of the Garter — was very different from Henry VI’s  ‘pious, learned and restrained’
one;  its culture was in line  with  the European ‘chivalric  revolution’, which  also  caused  a
renewed interest in Arthurian tales, provided for in England by Malory.

David Crouch, Paying to see the play: the stationholders on the route of the York
Corpus Christi play in the fifteenth century, Medieval  English  Theatre, volume 13,
1991, pages 64-111.

Discusses in fascinating detail the route of the performances, from Micklegate to the
Pavement; the practical problems of performing at  each station and how some'stations were
better  than  others. Who were the stationholders and how were  they related; who rented
rooms, erected scaffolds and profited  most.  The social  status  of stationholders declined

towards the end of the  century as the position of the  great  merchants declined. Stations came
to be sold to the  highest  bidders, usually groups of people, often artisans. I'ncludes family

trees and lists of stationholders at various dates, and explains the sources.

C.S.L. Davies, Richard  III, Brittany, and Henry Tudor, 1483-1485, Nottingham
Medieval  Studies, volume 37, 1993, pages 110-126.

Argues convincingly and in great detail  that  the entries  connected  with the planned
expedition of  English  archers to Brittany should be dated to 25 or 26 June 1485, not 26 June
1484  — the  date  usually accepted  — and were enrolled  under  the wrong year; includes  a
factual  survey of the political situation and the relations  between  Brittany, England, France
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and  ‘Burgundy’ and speculates  about Richard III’s diplomacy and  intentions towards  France
and Brittany. Two appendices, the one  explaining the error of the enrolment and the other

giving the  text  of the French  document that  confirms the new  date.

Richard Firth Green, An Epitaph for Richard, Duke of York, Studies  in
Bibliography,  volume 41, 1988, pages  218-24.

Brief discussion of the epitaph made for  York’s  reburial at  Fotheringhay in July 1476;

details of its  three surviving manuscript  copies  (BL,  Mss. Hat]. 48 and  Stowe  1047;  College
of Arms, Ms.  M  3  (‘Ballard‘s  Book’) are given, indicating that  two of  them  may go back to
copies made from the  epitaph actually displayed on the  tomb.  Includes an edition of the  text
from  a late  but  good copy,  with critical apparatus and translation.

Richard Firth Green, Chaucer’s Man of Law and collusive recovery, Notes  and

Queries, number 238, September 1993, pages  303-305.
Explains the elaborate legal  fiction  of  common  recovery,  existing from the 1470s as  a

regular way of breaking an entail and  enabling entailed property to be  sold: some  lawyers
regarded it as shady business. It had presumably developed out of  a  preceding practice of
systematised collusive recovery, an undercover version of the same  thing,  in  which

Chaucer’s  Man of Law  apparently specialized:  this  was bare-faced fraud.

Paul Gwynne, The frontispiece to an illuminated panegyric of  Henry VII:  a note on
the sources, Journal  of the  Warburg and  Courtauld  Institutes, volume 55, 1992,
Notes and Documents, pages 266-70, plates 47a-48d.

Describes and gives details of the iconographical sources of a full-page miniature to  a
volume  of Latin  poetry by Johannes Michael Nagonius  now in the library of York Minster.
The picture shows Henry VII in  a  triumpha] chariot, a  bound, defeated  enemy kneeling to
the left. The  captive  may represent Perkin Warbeck but is more likely to be symbolic. The
‘portrait’ of the king is based on new  gold  sovereign first struck in  1489;  the scene as  a
whole  was not  unusual  but here  used for the first time for an  English  monarch.

George Holmes, Anglo-Florentine trade in 1451, English  Historical Review,
volume 108, number  427, April 1993, pages 371-86.

The background and  contents  of  a book  of  accounts  written in English relating to the

delivery and  sale  at Florence in  1451  of  a  shipment of English wool, the property of William
Cantelowe, a  leading mercer  of London. Written apparently in Florence by the Englishman,
John  Balmayn, a  servant of Cantelowe, who received the cargo. Now  among the Archivio
Salviati  — Cantelowe  dealt with the Salviati  extensively — in the  Scuola  Normale Supedore
at Pisa.

Colin Richmond, What  a difference  a  manuscript makes: John Wyndham of
Felbrigg, Norfolk (d.1475), in  Regionalism  in  Late  Medieval  Texts  and
Manuscripts, ed. Felicity Riddy, Cambridge 1991, pages 129-141.

Shows  how the very negative  picture  that  historians (and the Pastons themselves) had
of one of the  Pastons‘ associates is more  than  balanced by a  single surviving, possibly
autograph, letter  which  reveals him ‘as large of  mind  and  spin't’.
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David Womersley, Sir  Thomas  More’s  History of Richard III:  a new theory of the
English  texts, Renaissance Studies,  volume 7, number 3, September 1993, pages
272-290.

Two  versions  of More’s English  Richard  III were printed, the one by Grafton (assumed
to be  based  on  a  group of  texts  that  according to  Alison  Hanham  contains the  ‘better’
version), the  other  by Rastell (from  a text  that Richard  Sylvester assumed to  have  been
‘improved’ by More). The difference  between  the two is here  explained  by Grafton
interfering with his exemplar, emphasising his own protestant  religious  views and depicting
Richard III as  ‘the  diabolical  prelude to the providential accession of the Tudors’ in  a  way
not  even  intended  by More  himself.  The author includes  that  Tudor historiography can be
seen  as ‘saturated with religious  implication’.

Notes  on  Contributors
Rowena  E.  Archer  wrote  a  thesis on the Mowbray dukes of Norfolk and has

published several articles on medieval women, She is currently teaching mature
students at Manchester College, Oxford.

Clive  Burgess.  Leverhulme Research Fellow in the Department of History at
Royal Holloway, University of London.  .

Heather Falvey is  a  member of the  South  Herts Group of the Society and has
been researching the More for several years. She is now studying for a Certificate
in Local History.

P.D.A. Harvey is Professor Emeritus of Medieval History in Durham
University. He works on the social and economic history of medieval England and
also on the general history of cartography.

Derek  Keene  directs the Centre for Metropolitan History at the Institute of
Historical Research. He writes on the  society, economy, topography and
archaeology of medieval and later cities and their regions.

Carole Rawclifi’e.  Senior Research  Associate  at the Centre of East Anglican
Studies, U.E.A., writing the Medieval History of The Great Hospital, Norwich.
Publications include  House  of Commons, 1386-1421,  with  1.8.  Roskel]  and LS.
Clark.

Colin  Richmond.  Professor of Medieval History at Keele University.

Livia Visser-Fuchs  is working on the literary background and propaganda of
Anglo-Burgundian relations of the Yorkist period.
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Instructions  to  Contributors  to the  Ricardian

Contributions are welcomed on any subject relevant to the aims of the Society.
These may be illustrated by photographs (glossy prints showing good contrast) or
by line drawings. All contributions, including letters, must be typewritten,  with

double spacing and adequate margins, on one side of the paper only. Permission
must be obtained for the use of copyright material, but this is not usually necessary
for short  quotes.  References and footnotes must be given in one sequence at the
end of the article. Details need not be  given  in full for  second and  subsequent
references to the  same source. They must take the form of the following examples:
R. Horrox and P. W. Hammond eds., British  Library Manuscript  433  4  vols.
Upminster and London l979~83, vol. 1, pp. 45-6.
Daniel Williams, The hastily drawn up will of William Catesby Esquire, 25  August
1485, Leicestershire  Archaeological  and  Historical  Society Transactions,  vol. 51

(1975—6), p. 48.
Anyone interested in taking display advertisement  space — full, half or quarter  page
—  or in placing an  insert  should contact the Editor. (Classified advertisements
should be sent to the Editor of the  Bulletin).
Contributions for the September 1994 Ricardian must reach Miss Anne Sutton, 17
Enfield Cloisters, Fanshaw Street, London N1 6LD, by 30  June.  Articles should be

sent well in advance. Further advice on presentation may be obtained from the
editor.

RICHARD 111 AND YORKIST HISTORY TRUST
The  Household Books  of

John Howard, Duke of  Norfolk,
1462-1471, 1481-1483

With an Introduction by Anne Crawford
This  volume  contains transcripts of the  households books,  the  record  of the money
received and dispensed by Howard and his  family and  household  officers.  They throw

light on the administration of  John  Howard’s  estates and his domestic expenditure on his
household,  food, clothing and  even  his tavern entertainment.  Contains a  new

introduction  discussing his  life  and career and an  appendix of  newly transcribed related
documents. The  first  index  of names to  these important  documents.
Long unavailable  except  in rare  nineteenth  century editions of  which  these are  reprints,
printed four original pages to one new page.

Frontispiece, 368 pages
Special  price to members of the Richard 111 Society £29.50  including post and packing
from  Sales  Officer, 14  Lincoln  Road, Guildford, Surrey GU2 6T]. Cheques to be

payable to the Richard III Society.
Price to  non-members £48, including post  and packing, from  Alan Sutton Publishing
Ltd., Phoenix  Mill, Far Thrupp, Stroud, Gloucestershire  GL5  2BU. Cheques  to be

payable to  Alan Sutton Publishing Ltd.
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RICHARD 111 AND YORKIST HISTORY TRUST
York House Books

1461-1490
Edited by Lorraine Attreed

The York House  Books  are  some  of the  most  important  documents found  in English
town  archives.  This  new  edition  is the first ever complete  transcript of  books  1-6 of this
valuable source,  together  with a full  introduction  and much additional material  from  the,
York archives.

All  aspects  of medieval  town  life  are illustrated, royal  visits,  proclamatiqns, political
events in the Wars of the  Roses,  local bye-laws  and  craft  regulations, and arrangements
for the performances of the York mystery plays.

The  House  Books also present an unparalleled  view  of Richard Duke of Gloucester,
York's  greatest patron, both  before and after his accession to the  throne.

Two volumes. Illustrated. 800 pages.
Special  price to Members of the Richard III  Society.  £43 the  set,  £27 the volume,
including p.&p. from  Miss  A. Smith, 14 Lincoln Rd., Guildford, Surrey GU2 6T].
Cheques  to be payable to Richard III Society.  Overseas  Members  to add 10% for
postage.
£82 the set  only, including p.&p. to Non-Members, from  Alan  Sutton Publishing Ltd.,
Phoenix  Mill, Far  Thrupp,  Stroud, Glos. GL5 2BU. Cheques to be  payable  to Alan
Sutton Publishing Limited.

DILLINGTON HOUSE
ILMINSTER, SOMERSET

Tel. (0460) 52427

CASTLES & BATTLEFIELDS
14th- 20th August 1994

This  one-week course explores the history and locations of castles and battles
including Sedgemoor, Dunster, Stogursey, Sherborne, Corfe  etc.  There will be
an introductory illustrated lecture followed by days  out. The guide for this
course is  John Kinross, author of  ‘Discovering Castles  in  England  and  Wales’
and  ‘Discovering Battlefields  of England’ both published by Shire Books.
Residential accommodation is available.

Dillington House offers  a  very special combination of first class facilities in a
peaceful and beautiful setting. For these and many more reasons Dillington
House enjoys  a  reputation which is second to  hone.

For full details of this and all short courses at Dillington House telephone for  a
FREE  prospectus.
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SIR  RHYS  AP  THOMAS
AND HIS  FAMILY

A study in the  Wars  of the  Roses
and  Early Tudor Politics

Ralph A. Griffiths

This  is  a  study in the social and political history of England and Wales in

one of its  most  turbulent and least studied periods  — that of the 15th and

early 16th centuries, when the ancestors of the present Lord Dynevor

was one of the two or three most significant families in Wales. They

played a central role in the Wars of the Roses in Wales, and their  most

famous member, Rhys ap Thomas, was the focus of support for Henry

Tudor in 1485 and at the Battle of Bosworth. He and his son, Gruffydd,

were honoured members of Henry VII’s  court and virtually ruled much

of southern Wales for the next forty years.

The family came to grief in 1531 at the hands of Henry VIII  precisely

because of its prominence, its pretensions to a lineage that went back to

ancient princes and had royal Tudor connectioris, and Henry VIII’s

divorce difficulties. His descendants spent the rest of the 16th and the

early part of the 17th century trying to rehabilitate the family and repair

their fortunes. The 17th century Life  of Sir  Rhys  ap Thomas  has not been

published since 1796 and is here  edited  in full.

pp xv333 1993  hardback  £35 .00  ISBN  0-7083-1218-7
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